Governor  Easley's  campaign  promise: 

'  I  want  to  keep  the  tax  burden  low  on  all  North  Carolinians.  (...)  As  Governor,  I  will  take  direct 
action  to  relieve  the  tax  burden  on  working  families,  not  depend  on  simplistic  budget  gimmicks." 


The  Reality: 


October,  2003 


Three  tax  increases  in  his  first  three  years  in  office,  and  the  next  one  is  in  the  making, 


These  REPUBLICAN  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  turned  against  the  taxpayers  of  North  Carolina 
and  the  anti-tax  platform  of  the  Republican  Party  and  passed  a  budget  that  contained  1.1  BILLION  IN  TAX  INCREASES. 


THE  MORGAN  FIVE  —  In  2003,  Representative  Richard  T.  Morgan,  aided  by  a  group  of  four  of  his  Republican  colleages,  struck  a  deal  with  the 

Democratic  leadership  and  assumed  co-speakership. 


Along  with  co-speaker  James  B.  Black  (D)  Rep.  Morgan  then  pushed  a  budget  through  the  legislature  which  increased  North  Carolina's  tax  burden  significantly. 
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THE  FOLLOWERS  —  These  House  members  followed  the  lead  of  the  'Morgan  Five'  and  voted  for  $1.1  billion 

in  tax  increases  on  the  hardworking  families  of  North  Carolina. 

iRT 


REX  L. 
BAKER 


JEFF 
BARNHART 


WILLIAM  (BILL) 
G.  DAUGHTRIDGE 


ROBERT 

;rady 


CAROLYN  H. 


STEPHEN  A. 
AROQUE 


H-91  *  Terms  served:  5 
Lost  primary:  46%  to  54% 

ft 


H-82    Terms  served:  3         H-25    Terms  served:  2         H-15  +  Terms  served:  10         H-16    Terms  served:  2         H-97    Terms  served:  6 

ftft  ftft  ftft  ftft  ftft 


Defeated  Retired 


Defeated  Retired 


Defeated  Retired 


Defeated  Retired 


Defeated  Retired 


Defeated  Retired 


H-10  *  Terms  served:  2 

ft  ft 

Defeated  Retired 


WILLIAM  C. 
MCGEE 


DAVID 


JOHN 
SAULS 


BONNER  L. 
STILLER 


KEITH  P. 
WILLIAI 


MICHAEL 
IRMAN 


W.  EUGENE 
WILSON 


MICHAEL  P. 
DECKER* 


H-75  *  Terms  served:  2 

ft  ft 

Defeated  Retired 


H-36  *  Terms  served:  6 
Lost  primary:  36%  to  64% 

4  ft 

Defeated  Retired 


H-51     Terms  served:  2  H-17    Terms  served:  2 


H-14  *  Terms  served:  1  H-3  *  Terms  served:  1 

Lost  primary:  46%  to  54%        Lost  primary:  38%  to  45% 

#  #  ftft  #  #  ^  ^  #ft  #  ft  &  &  ftft 

Defeated   Retired  V  Defeated   Retired  Defeated   Retired  \  N  Defeated   Retired  V 

™  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^J^T  Reti^^^B  Defeated  Retited 

NO  REPUBLICAN  SENATOR  VOTED  FOR  THE  TAX  IS 


H-93  *  Terms  served:  7.5     H-94  *  Terms  served:  10 

Lost  primary:  23%  to  77% 


m 

*Representative  Michael  P.  Decker  ran  as  a  Republican  in  2002,  but  switched  to  the  Democratic  Party  in  January  2003.  This  left  the  House  evenly  split  at  60-60,  which 
paved  the  way  for  the  infamous  co-speakership.  Decker  later  switched  back  to  the  Republican  Party,  but  his  earlier  defection  and  his  vote  for  the  budget  cost  him  his  career. 
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LEGEND  "  H:  Denotes  house  district 
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